214 to the game of bends that had to be finished when the
Spanish Armada was sighted; but getting in the Polish
harvest was no amusement, it involved the food supply
of a nation that had recently known devastation and
hunger.
General Weygand had first advised abandoning the
capital, reassembling the Polish troops west of the Vis-
tula, and then attacking the enemy in force. Give up
Warsaw, give up Lwow; then attack from north to
south. Naturally the Poles found it hard to accept this
plan. Pilsudski said he could not give up the capital
—not without resisting its capture to the last. It was
decided to put the city in a state of defense.
Twenty kilometers out, in less than a fortnight, they
put up a treble entanglement of. barbed wire, with
trenches dug for the supporting troops. Closer in there
was a second line of barbed wire. Batteries of artillery
were put in position, especially by the bridges. In all of
this work the experience of the French staff officers was
of invaluable assistance. There were fifty thousand men
defending Warsaw, plus forty-three batteries of artil-
lery. The French insisted that if the Poles would fight,
their capital ought not to be lost.
On the second of August Pilsudski returned to the
city from an inspection trip to the front. The Poles
had had to give up their position on the river Bug. There
was now no obstacle between the enemy and Warsaw.
There were no reserves to prevent their advance. Farther
south the Polish troops were resisting better, for the
best regiments were there.
Pilsudski, Ms chief of staff, the generals commanding
at Warsaw, the French and English advisers met to dis-
cuss the situation. He offered to share the command with
Weygand, with, all its responsibilities, but the French
general tactfully refused, explaining that he knew neither
the Polish troops nor their commanders, and he would
remain as technical adviser to the General Staff. After

